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1 The extensification scheme is a direct income support scheme through which farmers receive annual livestock 
payments on steers and suckler cows if they maintain their stocking rates below a certain level.  
2 In Ireland under the Agenda 2000 Agreement extensification payments per animal are paid at the rate of 

�����

per animal on farms stocked at between 1.8 and 1.4 L.U. per hectare, and at a rate of 
��������	�

��������������������
����

stocked at less than 1.4 L.U. per hectare. Under the scenario these 2 limits are both reduced by 0.2 L.U. per 
hectare. Thus, the under the scenario the extensification limits are 1.6 to 1.4 L.U. per hectare, and less than 1.2 
L.U. per hectare. 
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